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FESTIVAL BOOKING OPENS
Booking has opened for the third annual English Music Festival (Dorchester-on-Thames,
Oxfordshire, 22-25 May 2009).
Our Box Office gives you the option to buy advance tickets
either on-line or by phone. During the Festival itself
tickets will also be available on the door – though due to
limited seating at some events it is advisable to book in
advance in order to guarantee a seat.
Tickets are on sale for all EMF concerts, recitals and the
seminar (tickets for talks, however, are only available on the
door) and we are also offering Festival Passes which allow
unlimited access to all events, as well as Day Passes for the
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Children under 16 are half
price, and members of the EMF Friends scheme enjoy
generous discounts on all ticket prices. (So, if you haven’t
already signed up as a Friend, please do so and enjoy the
benefit of reduced-price tickets, as well as showing your
support for the EMF cause in a tangible way.)

HOW TO BOOK YOUR TICKETS
FOR EMF ’09
Call: 0300 030 3003
(Lines are open 2pm-7pm Mon - Fri; 2pm-6pm Sat)
Book on-line at:

www.englishmusicfestival.org.uk
Tickets: £ 15.00 main evening concerts
£ 12.50 afternoon concerts
£ 10.00 morning concerts
£ 7.50 late evening concerts
£ 8.00 lunch and seminar

There’s much to look forward to at EMF ’09 - from
the world premiere concert performance of Delius’s
Hiawatha and Vaughan Williams’s gorgeous Willow Wood
through to a celebration of Purcell’s anniversary and a
concert of mediaeval music entitled ‘A Harp of Bones’.
Our innovation this year is a seminar on the future of
Choral Music in Britain. Experts will present their points
of view, and then the discussion will be opened up to
the floor. A light lunch and wine are included in the
ticket price.
Enclosed with this newsletter are copies of our new
leaflets – a full programme leaflet for this year’s
Festival, and a Friends Scheme leaflet. If you cannot use
these yourself, it would help us so much if you could
pass them on to friends or colleagues who may be
interested. If you would like more leaflets please
let us know - we need help from our supporters to
distribute EMF leaflets as widely as possible.
You will also find in this mailing one of our brand new
EMF window stickers. We hope you like it, and that
you will feel able to display it in the window of your car
or home. Again, if you can’t, please pass it on to
someone else who might be able to do so!
I look forward to seeing you at EMF ’09 – which
promises to be the best yet!

Festival Pass: £ 100.00
Day Pass: Saturday £30.00
Sunday £35.00
Monday £22.50

Em Marshall
Founder – Director, The English Music Festival

Vice-Presidents: Lord Armstrong of Ilminster - Lady Bliss ✝ - Lord Chadlington of Dean - Paul Guinery - Jeremy Irons - Sir Simon Jenkins - Boris Johnson
Brian Kay - Henry Kelly - Michael Kennedy - Julian Lloyd Webber - Professor Sir Patrick Moore - Sir Roger Norrington - The Most Hon The Marquess of Salisbury
Professor Roger Scruton - Leonard Slatkin - Patrick Stewart - Ursula Vaughan Williams ✝ - Terry Waite CBE - Lady Whitehead
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It’s YOUR Festival!
Would you like to become more involved in the EMF? We are also looking for more active members to help us
make the Festival an even greater success. Could you volunteer to help in any of the following ways?
1. Distributing leaflets and posters in different parts of the country. We urgently need supporters to help us spread the
word by putting leaflets (and /or posters) in their local libraries, tourist information centres, pubs, art galleries, post
offices - anywhere that will take them! Could you please help us, at least with a handful of leaflets?
2. Stewarding / helping at the 2009 Festival itself. There is always a multipilicity of tasks to be undertaken during the
Festival, from checking tickets and selling programmes to making tea!
3. Helping us to organise and run local fund-raising and awareness-raising events around the country, in-between Festivals.
These could be anything from coffee mornings through to weekends of music! The EMF, while rooted in Oxfordshire, is
a national project, and we need regional organisers who are willing and able to campaign for us and promote awareness
and appreciation of English music in different parts of the country. Would you like to run an event in your area?

The Third Annual ENGLISH MUSIC FESTIVAL
– The Festival Programme
22-25 May 2009

EMF SPECIAL EVENTS
This year, in addition to the Festival itself, there will be two local events – one in London and one in Yorkshire – to
give audiences a flavour of what’s on offer at the EMF. Both have been organised by local supporters of the EMF.

EMF Yorkshire Festival Day
Saturday March 21st 2009, 10.00am – 5.30pm
Clothworkers’ Centenary Concert Hall,
Leeds University
Coinciding with an evening performance of Delius's Mass of
Life, this event includes talks by EMF Director Em Marshall
and internationally acclaimed pianist David Owen Norris
on 'Elgar at the Piano', as well as performances by local
musicians of a variety of British composers, including
Bax, Bowen, Britten, Elgar, Finzi, Armstrong Gibbs, Ireland,
Purcell, Quilter and Vaughan Williams.
Tickets for the full day are £23, £18 (adult concessions) and
£10 (students and young people under 18). Morning tickets
(10.00am to 1.00pm) are £10, £8, and £5. Afternoon tickets
(2.00pm to 5.30pm) are £17, £13, and £7. All proceeds will

go directly to The English Music Festival. Tickets can be
obtained from emfyorkshire@parker1.plus.com, or by
phoning Kevin Paynes on 01423 872651.

London Festival Evening
On Thursday 2nd April, at 6.30p.m, there will be a special
concert at St. Giles-in-the-Field, a beautiful eighteenth
century church in London’s West End. The Syred Consort,
conducted by Ben Palmer, will perform works by Vaughan
Williams, Stanford, Finzi, Britten and Howells. We are
delighted to announced that the internationally acclaimed
lutenist Elizabeth Kenny will be our guest soloist.
Admission is free but with a suggested donation of £10,
and all are welcome to join us at a short reception
afterwards. Call the EMF office on 0203 274 1054 or
email em.marshall@btinternet.com for further details.

Audite!
This is our new section devoted to recordings – new or old – of English music. If you would like to recommend a recording to
other EMF supporters please send in a review of no more than 450 words.
Holst is a prime example of a composer celebrated for one work
only, while the rest of his equally good output lies overlooked
and neglected. The disproportionate success of the Planets
Suite upset the composer, who shunned the lime-light and
could not comprehend the public thus latching on to that one
work in particular. Holst composed a huge range of music in a
variety of genres – yet all with that distinctive, immediately
recognisable voice; a trademark that elevates a composer above
the level of mere competency to a master.
There are several excellent discs that would seek to rectify the
imbalance by presenting his other works, including a recent disc
from Chandos (CHSA 5069), with the late, much-lamented
Richard Hickox conducting the BBC National Orchestra of Wales
and the Joyful Company of Singers. The disc commences with
the ballet music that opens Holst’s comic opera, The Perfect Fool.
Hickox’s performance is a lively and buoyant one, just about as
good as any you’ll find on disc, and with a real sense of
excitement in the Dance of the Spirit of Fire – exhilarating stuff!
As well operas, Holst wrote music for several ballets, and this
disc also includes the Golden Goose and Morning of the Year
choral ballets. The Golden Goose, written for Morley College,
where Holst was Director of Music, is based on the Grimms story
of a Princess who couldn’t laugh. The more serious Morning of
the Year was the first work commissioned by the BBC’s Music

Department and, dedicated to the English Folk Dance Society,
evokes rites of spring time and celebratory folk dances. Both of
these choral ballets are available on CD with Hilary Davan
Wetton conducting the Philharmonia Orchestra and Guildford
Choral Society, and the two discs make interesting comparison.
Hilary's disc of 1995 is less polished than Hickox's; the sound and
words are muddy and indistinct compared to the crystal clarity of
the newer recording. Yet Hilary's gripping renditions have more
drama, fire, and possibly a greater understanding of the music - he
makes more sense of the ballets, allowing them to flow, whereas
Hickox's slightly more bitty versions do not hang together so well
as wholes. Both recordings, therefore, have their benefits Hickox's is a good version, with superb sound and clarity, whilst
Hilary has the greater spirit.
Hickox’s disc also features the ballet music The Lure, depicting
a moth drawn to a candle flame. Both The Perfect Fool and
Lure music hold shadows of the Planets, the Lure in its martial
opening. As with all the works on this disc, it is given a vibrant,
energetic performance.
Although the choral ballets do not plumb the depths of Davan
Wetton’s renditions, this is nonetheless a superb disc, with
some excellent performances from the orchestra, and some
exciting conducting. Anyone who only knows Holst’s Planets
should buy this disc and explore further!

EMF Friends – Have you joined yet?
The EMF Friends are the heart and soul of the Festival.
We need your continued support, this year and in the
years ahead, in order to survive and prosper. As a charity
entirely dependent on supporters, concert-goers and the
generous backing of some key individuals and charitable
trusts, we are run on a shoestring budget and rely heavily
on our Friends. If you are not already part of this scheme,
please join it if you can – we need your support!

A Gift for the Future
If you share our passion for English music and believe that
our nation’s glorious musical heritage should be preserved
and nurtured for the benefit of future generations, please
consider leaving a gift to the EMF in your will. Your legacy,
no matter what the amount, will help us ensure that
the music we love will still be performed, recorded and
broadcast in the decades ahead, and that there will still be

an English Music Festival for future generations to enjoy.
With the advice of a solicitor, writing a will or changing
it in order to include a gift to the EMF is very simple. For
a legacy form, please write to: Em Marshall, The English
Music Festival, 36 Forest Road, Kew, Richmond, Surrey
TW9 3BZ, or email em.marshall@btinternet.com

Do we have your details?
It’s important that we are able to communicate with our
members in the most efficient manner, so we need to
make sure we have accurate, up-to-date contact details
for you. Please let us know any changes of address or
email addresses. Similarly, if you would like to be removed
from our mailing list, or know someone whom you think
would like to be included in our mailings, please call or email
Em and let us know! Many thanks.

Brian is Our New Vice-President
We are delighted to announce that Brian Kay
has joined the ranks of the EMF’s Vice-Presidents.
Brian will be well-known to you all as a
conductor, broadcaster and founder member of
the King’s Singers.

Em Marshall, Founder – Director:
36 Forest Road, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 3BZ.
Telephone: 0203 274 1054
Mobile: 07808 473889
Email: em.marshall@btinternet.com

www.englishmusicfestival.org.uk
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